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A Study of the Structure of Technology in Taguchi’s Approach
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Masataka Yoshizawa

The author has been attempting to answer the question 'Is quality engineering

a science?  posed by Hiroshi Yano, one of the cofounders of quality engineering.

Some results have already been published in this journal. Here these results

will be summarized, Genichi Taguchi’s accomplishments will be surveyed, it

will be suggested that a type of general approach lies hidden in the depths of

his genius, and the structure of this approach will be considered. A science is a

structure made up of interrelated parts. Among those parts the author has

studied organized knowledge by extractng and structuring the constituent tech-

nological elements. The existence of a universal basic structure is revealed as a

result.
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